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Professional Ethics and Ethical Decision-Making Reflection
Purpose
The purpose of this assignment is to help students develop ethical reasoning, professional responsibility, and critical thinking skills by analyzing ethical issues relevant to their academic discipline or future profession.
Students will evaluate a real-world ethical dilemma, apply an ethical decision-making framework, and reflect on the role of ethics, leadership, and professionalism in career settings.

Learning Outcomes
By completing this assignment, students will be able to:
· Analyze ethical issues within a professional or disciplinary context. 
· Apply ethical decision-making models to complex situations. 
· Evaluate the responsibilities of professionals and organizations. 
· Reflect on personal and professional values related to ethical leadership. 
· Demonstrate critical thinking and professional communication skills. 

Assignment Overview
Students will select or be assigned an ethical issue, dilemma, or case study related to their field of study, career interests, or industry. Students will analyze the situation using ethical reasoning and propose a professional response grounded in ethical principles and professional standards.
Possible topics may include:
· Academic integrity 
· Workplace discrimination or harassment 
· Data privacy and confidentiality 
· Artificial intelligence ethics 
· Environmental responsibility 
· Healthcare ethics 
· Business ethics 
· Research misconduct 
· Social media professionalism 
· Financial ethics 
· Engineering safety concerns 
· Ethical leadership and accountability 

Assignment Components
Part 1: Ethical Issue or Case Study Overview
Students will provide an overview of the ethical issue or case study selected.
Students Should Include:
· Description of the ethical dilemma 
· Background information and context 
· Individuals or organizations involved 
· Why the issue is ethically significant 
· Potential consequences or impacts 

Part 2: Ethical Analysis
Students will analyze the ethical issue using critical thinking and professional reasoning.

Students Should Address:
· What ethical concerns or conflicts are present? 
· Who is affected by the issue? 
· What laws, policies, professional standards, or codes of ethics may apply? 
· What are the potential short-term and long-term consequences? 
· What competing values or responsibilities exist? 
Students should support their analysis with credible sources and professional standards when appropriate.

Part 3: Ethical Decision-Making Framework
Students will apply an ethical decision-making framework to evaluate possible responses to the situation.

Suggested Ethical Decision-Making Process
Students should:
1. Identify the ethical issue. 
2. Gather relevant facts and perspectives. 
3. Consider stakeholders and impacts. 
4. Evaluate possible actions and consequences. 
5. Apply ethical principles or professional standards. 
6. Recommend an ethical course of action. 
7. Reflect on accountability and professional responsibility. 

Ethical Principles Students May Consider
Examples:
· Integrity 
· Honesty 
· Fairness 
· Respect 
· Confidentiality 
· Accountability 
· Social responsibility 
· Equity and inclusion 
· Professional duty 

Part 4: Professional Reflection
Students will reflect on how ethical reasoning connects to professionalism, leadership, and their future career goals.

Reflection Questions
Students should address:
· What did you learn about ethics within your discipline or profession? 
· How might ethical decision-making impact professional reputation and leadership? 
· What personal or professional values influenced your thinking? 
· How would you respond if faced with a similar situation? 
· Why is ethical leadership important in professional environments? 
· How can professionals promote ethical workplace cultures? 

Writing Expectations
Reflections should:
· Be professionally written and organized 
· Demonstrate thoughtful analysis and self-reflection 
· Include clear examples and supporting evidence 
· Flow cohesively rather than using a question-and-answer format 
· Demonstrate professionalism in grammar, formatting, and writing quality 

Project Format Options

Option A: Reflection Paper
Length: 3–5 pages
Requirements
· Professional formatting 
· Organized headings and structure 
· Use of credible sources 
· Ethical analysis and reflection 
· Proper citations (APA, MLA, or instructor-approved format) 

Option B: Professional Presentation
Length: 8–10 minutes or 8–12 slides

Requirements
· Professional visual design 
· Ethical analysis components 
· Application of decision-making framework 
· Reflection on professional responsibility 

Submission Requirements
Students must submit:
1. Ethical issue or case study analysis 
2. Ethical decision-making framework application 
3. Professional reflection 
4. References or citations (if applicable) 
Optional:
· Professional code of ethics references 
· Current events or news examples 
· Group discussion participation 
· Peer review activities 

Suggested Evaluation Criteria
	Criteria
	Points

	Depth of ethical analysis
	30

	Application of ethical decision-making framework
	25

	Reflection on professionalism and leadership
	20

	Critical thinking and supporting evidence
	15

	Professionalism, organization, and writing quality
	10


Total: 100 points


Career Readiness Competencies
· Professionalism 
· Critical Thinking 
· Leadership 
· Ethical Reasoning 
· Professional Communication 

Faculty Integration Ideas
This assignment can be integrated into:
· Capstone courses 
· Internship or practicum courses 
· Leadership courses 
· First-year seminars 
· Discipline-specific ethics discussions 
· Research methods courses 
· Career readiness initiatives 

Optional Faculty Extensions
Faculty may also incorporate:
· Group ethical debates 
· Professional code of ethics analysis 
· Current event discussions 
· Guest speakers from industry 
· Case study presentations 
· Peer review discussions 
· Mock ethics committee activities 
· Reflection journals 
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